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Na:onal updates 

Pharmacy First submission deadline extended aDer technical issue. 

• The NHSBSA has confirmed that the deadline for pharmacy owners to make their claims for 
February Pharmacy First consulta?ons has been extended un?l 5pm Friday 15 March. Full 
informa?on can be found on the CPE website. 

NHSE opens limited EOI process for addi:onal capacity for spring C-19 Vacs Service. 

• NHS England has announced a new expression of interest (EOI) process for pharmacy owners 
that wish to take part in this spring’s COVID-19 Vaccina?on Service and are able to assist with 
provision of addi?onal capacity of specific postcode areas. Full informa?on can be found on 
the CPE website. 

Pharmacy Pressures Survey 2024 – available now 

• Community Pharmacy England has launched its third annual Pressures Survey and hope to 
hear directly from everyone who owns or works in a community pharmacy. 

The situa?on for community pharmacies is now cri?cal and they need to hear about specific 
issues such as medicines supply, workforce and the recently launched Pharmacy First service 
and how all this impacts you. 

The survey takes around 10-15 minutes to complete and is open now un?l 23:59 on Tuesday 
2 April. Full informa?on and the survey can be found on the CPE website. 

DHSE imposes Flat Fee removal from March 2024. 

• The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has announced that it will impose a Flat 
Fee cut on pharmacy owners for March 2024. 

The Flat Fee – which has been paid to pharmacies dispensing more than 101 items per 
month since April 2023 following the transi?onal payments under the five-year CPCF deal – 
will reduce to zero for March 2024. Full informa?on can be found on the CPE website. 

Hypertension Case-Finding Service: publicity campaign launches 11 March 2024. 

• The Department of Health and Social Care will be launching a campaign to promote the 
Hypertension Case-Finding Service from 11 March. Full informa?on can be found on the CPE 
website. 
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Pharmacy bodies launch manifesto ahead of next General Elec:on 

• Community Pharmacy England, the Company Chemists’ Associa?on, the Na?onal Pharmacy 
Associa?on, and the Royal Pharmaceu?cal Society have (on 5 March) published a joint 
Manifesto for community pharmacy, ahead of the General Elec?on expected this year. 

The manifesto can be used by anyone in the community pharmacy sector to engage with 
poli?cal par?es and candidates in the run-up to the elec?on. Full informa?on can be found 
on the CPE website. 

Coali:on calls for tes:ng to tackle threat of An:microbial Resistance (AMR). 

• CPE has joined a new coali?on of industry and health chari?es, led by the Bri?sh In Vitro 
Diagnos?cs Associa?on (BIVDA) and former Health Minister Maggie Throup MP, to highlight 
missed opportuni?es to tackle AMR. Full informa?on can be found on the CPE website. 

Local News 

• Northamptonshire ICB have published their monthly Tablet Press prescribing newsle\er – 
for GP’s, nurses and pharmacy teams which can be found on the BLMK-N-LPC website. 

• Northamptonshire ICB have published an Extra Tablet Press on Hay Fever Treatment update-
OTC and Nutri?onal Products on Prescrip?on – update. Full informa?on can be found on 
BLMK-N-LPC website. 

Training and Webinars 

Pharmacy First NHS funded training. 

• Build your pharmacy future with fully funded flexible training tailored to your skills, 
experience, and individual learning requirements. Find out more and apply now. 

Data Security and Protec:on Toolkit Workshop Wednesday 20 March at 7pm. 

• Community Pharmacy England will be holding a webinar to help community pharmacy 
owners complete the Data Security and Protec?on Toolkit for 2023/2024. All pharmacy 
owners are required to give yearly informa?on governance, data, and security assurances to 
the NHS via the online self-assessment. Full informa?on can be found on the CPE website. 
Registra?on link. 

Free UTI webinar Thursday 21 March 2024 18:30 – 19:30 

• The Royal College of General Prac??oners (RCGP) are hos?ng a free webinar on Urinary Tract 
Infec?ons. Full informa?on can be found on BLMK-N-LPC website. 

https://cpe.org.uk/our-news/pharmacy-bodies-launch-manifesto-ahead-of-next-general-election/
https://cpe.org.uk/our-news/coalition-calls-for-testing-to-tackle-threat-of-amr/
https://blmk-n.communitypharmacy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/102/2024/03/TP-March-2024.pdf
https://blmk-n.communitypharmacy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/102/2024/03/Tablet-Press-Extra-Hay-Fever-2024-OTC.pdf
https://blmk-n.communitypharmacy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/102/2024/03/Tablet-Press-Extra-Hay-Fever-2024-OTC.pdf
https://blmk-n.communitypharmacy.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/102/2024/03/Tablet-Press-Extra-Nutrition-March-2024.pdf
https://blmk-n.communitypharmacy.org.uk/tablet-press/
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-work/pharmacy/community-pharmacy-training
https://cpe.org.uk/digital-and-technology/data-security/
https://cpe.org.uk/our-news/register-for-our-data-security-and-protection-toolkit-2023-24-workshop/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/6cdcc990-bd08-4c34-be95-29a3bb1a909e@bdee8b9b-1fb4-46c6-9226-5bcbfbcbc00a
https://rcgp.my.site.com/s/lt-event?id=a1U1i00000DgzvJEAR&site=a0d1i00000aKQbhAAG


Reminders 

Verifying your NHS Profile Manager profile 

• Ahead of the 31 March 2024 deadline, pharmacy owners are reminded of the need to 
update their NHS Profile Manager to ensure that their pharmacy’s NHS website and 
Directory of Service (DoS) profile informa?on is up to date. Full informa?on can be found on 
the CPE website. 

Medicine updates 

Medicine supply no:fica:ons 

• Midazolam (Epistatus) 5mg/0.5ml oromucosal solu?on pre-filled oral syringes. 

• Ordering of salbutamol respirator solu:on. Details of the specialist importers are on the SPS 
website Shortage of Salbutamol 2.5mg/2.5ml and 5mg/2.5ml nebuliser liquid unit dose vials 
– SPS - Specialist Pharmacy Service – The first stop for professional medicines advice which 
also provides details of how these should be prescribed. 

• Fiasp Flex Touch (insulin aspart) 100units/ml solu?on for injec?on 3ml pre-filled pens. 

Price Concessions Update 

• February 2024 price concessions final update. 

Contact us: 

Anne-Marie King, Chief Officer, Tel: 07889 412690 anne-marie.king@blmk-n-
communitypharmacy.org.uk  

Yuet Ng (Natalie) Services & Engagement Lead Northants, Tel: 07858 126974 
natalie@pharmacynorthamptonshire.co.uk 

Ann-Marie Carrey, Services & Engagement Lead BLMK, Tel: 07301 203546 ann-marie.carrey@blmk-n-
communitypharmacy.org.uk   
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