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National updates
Verifying your NHS Profile Manager profile
· Ahead of the 31 March 2024 deadline, pharmacy owners are reminded of the need to update their NHS Profile Manager to ensure that their pharmacy’s NHS website and Directory of Service (DoS) profile information is up to date. Full information can be found on the CPE website.

Pharmacy First: NHSE campaign materials now available
· Following the launch of NHS England’s ‘Think Pharmacy First’ campaign on 19 February, campaign materials are now available for pharmacy teams to use. Full information can be found on the CPE website.

C-19 Vacs: Preparing for a successful Spring 2024 vaccination campaign.
· NHS England has written to pharmacy teams to provide further details on the Spring 2024 COVID-19 vaccination campaign including information on timings of the campaign. Full information can be found on the CPE website.

Negotiations on 2024/25 Contractual Framework commence.
· Negotiations on the arrangements for the Community Pharmacy Contractual Framework (CPCF) in 2024/25 have now begun. Full information can be found on the CPE website.


Local News
Reminder – BLMK are hosting a Festival of Learning on Thursday 29 February 09:30 – 16:30.
· More information about the event can be found on BLMK-N-LPC website. 
You can book your free place here.


Training and Webinars
Pharmacy First – Information webinar for Locum Pharmacists (Midlands Region) 29 February 2024 19:00 – 20:15.
· NHS England Midlands Region will be hosting a webinar to help support Locum Pharmacists working in the Midlands, to be up to date with Pharmacy First. Webinar Registration.

Reminders
Oriel – Foundation Trainee Pharmacist Recruitment Scheme 2024
· To recruit a foundation trainee pharmacist for the 2025-26foundation training year, employers must register with the National Recruitment Scheme (Oriel) by 1 March 2024. Full information can be found on the CPE website.
PQS
· Community pharmacy contractors undertaking PQS are reminded that the claim window for the declaration is between 9am on 5 February 2024 and 11:59pm on 1 March 2024. Further information can be found on the NHSBSA website and PQS important dates.


Medicine updates
Medicine supply notifications
· Epilim (sodium valproate) syrup 200mg/5ml.
· Mounjaro (Tirzepatide) KwikPen – availability and reimbursement.
National Patient Safety Alert
· Shortage of Salbutamol 2.5mg/2.5ml and 5 mg/2.5ml nebuliser liquid unit dose vials.
Drugs safety update
· Codeine Linctus reclassification from P to POM.
MHRA Class 4 Medicines Defect information
· Concerta XL 18mg & 36mg prolonged release tablets (Orifarm UK Ltd).
Price Concessions Update
· February 2024 price concessions third update.
· Drug Tariff Watch March 2024.




Contact us:
Anne-Marie King, Chief Officer, Tel: 07889 412690 anne-marie.king@blmk-n-communitypharmacy.org.uk 
Yuet Ng (Natalie) Services & Engagement Lead Northants, Tel: 07858 126974 natalie@pharmacynorthamptonshire.co.uk
Ann-Marie Carrey, Services & Engagement Lead BLMK, Tel: 07301 203546 ann-marie.carrey@blmk-n-communitypharmacy.org.uk  
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